Grand Rapids Wards Church History

Having been established many years earlier, the church in Grand Rapids and surrounding
areas has begun to have steady growth, albeit, slow. As of 1975 the Branch in Grand
Rapids had become a ward and in time, two — The Grand Rapids and the Grand Rapids
2" Ward. Through a series of boundary changes and continuing growth, there were other
units added, such as the Wyoming Ward and the Comstock Park Ward, the latter of
which was changed to the Grand Valley Ward. Additionally, in an effort to serve
emerging special interest groups, a Hearing Impaired and Spanish speaking units were

formed.

It has been a period of much change and growth, and through it all there emerges a
history, which has been difficult to chronicle without a great deal of personal records, and
again, fading memories. As best as can be determined by the author, the following
loosely represents the chronology of the wards and branches in the Grand Rapids area
since the early 1960’s.
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With this posting comes an opportunity for the reader to contribute a part of
this history as he or she may have lived some of it. While the Wyoming Ward and
the Hearing Impaired and Spanish units will have a separate histories written,
perhaps there will be those who may be able to read, reflect, recall and submit
items to be considered in the recollections of the past here in the Grand Rapids
wards (including Comstock Park and Grand Valley Ward). Hopefully those
contributions will be able to verify the facts, and add to the faith promoting and
human-interest stories that identify the roots of our experience here in these
wards.

Bishop Robinaugh recalls the contribution of many pairs of shoes to the church
through Ann Gerner’s non-member husband who was an officer of Wolverine
Worldwide. The shoes were stored in his Bishop’s office for a few months until it
was determined how they would benefit the church. The Church welfare
department, he recalls, wasn’t able to use them, so they were distributed locally to
ward and stake members, and the community to those in need.

Also he called one (Lester Allen?) to develop a map of all the members in the area to
determine a good course for a ward division. The decision was to divide the area
contrary to what he was seeing by this exercise. But eventually the ward boundary
was changed and complied with the view he had had.

He remembers Friday evenings where a square dance caller came in and the ward
enjoyed a social occasion, something of which he hasn’t seen as much of in the
church in recent times. There were also craft bazaars that the Relief Society
conducted to raise funds for their budget. Since then the church has required all
organizations of the ward to operate from the allocated ward budget.

Bishop Felch, at work as a city manager in lonia, was released when he took another
job in Colorado, after a year in the area here.

When Bishop Wadsworth was called, he didn’t begin functioning for a couple of
weeks due to an appendix surgery. His counselors, Harold Streeter and Charles
Sherd, carried the ball until he was able to be up and about. His was an older ward
membership, so at 29 and being married for only one year, he felt a little
overwhelmed with the responsibilities of serving such a more mature membership.
They probably felt similarly about his ability to serve - but as we know, the Lord
makes up the difference, and we survived. His wife often observed that he was a
“marrying and burying Bishop” as he performed many civil ceremonies and
presided at a lot of funerals. Other reflections are posted in the latter paragraphs of
the “Brief Early History of the Church in West Michigan."

Bishop Sheneman remembers: Creating the Grand Rapids 2nd Ward was a very
exciting event in the history of the Church in this area. The members had struggled
for so many years to build up the priesthood body to allow the creation of this new
unit. The new building was now a reality and was large enough to accommodate
two wards. The first bishop called to serve in the new ward was Fred Perdue. This



was his second calling to serve as a bishop. He lived in the Hastings area. He really
lived in the Battle Creek Ward but the stake president, Sylvan Wittwer, allowed him
to serve in this new ward. That was good to have an experienced priesthood holder
as the leader in our ward.

As with any units that have to share a building, that was a continual challenge
especially true on Sunday. This was before the "block" schedule. We worked hard to
make it work and it did.

In November of 1972 a new bishop was called, brother Larry Sheneman. He was a
convert to the Church having been baptized in Feb 1963. He also was quite young at
age, 27, but President Whitwer had said at one time that was one calling where he
knew it was from the Lord. Brother Dale Emery and brother Roger Barry were
called as his counselors. All the bishopric were local brethren. That was a first in the
ward. The theme for the new bishopric was "110." They wanted everyone who held
callings to give 110% in their service to the Lord and to the ward. The Bishopric had
a very positive attitude and wanted to get things done. An example of that was that
they had past welfare assessments of over $6,000.00. Each year, another yearly
assessment was given and it just kept adding up. The members were really
stretched in that they had tithing, fast offering, budget fund, missionary fund and
welfare to help contribute to. The Lord really blessed us in that we found an
opportunity to raise funds so that they had money for all these areas. They did
inventories for large stores, Yankee Stores, where members would go work from
10:00PM to 3 or 4:00AM doing the inventory and they raised enough to fund all the
needs of the ward, plus they paid off the large accumulation welfare debt. What a
grand spiritual experience for the whole ward.

Another experience the ward had where the bishopric felt inspired was when they
planned a "Bishops Surprise Party." All were invited to the party. The ward needed
to come up with $1300.00 for some purpose. Instead of napkins placed on the
tables next to the plates, they placed contribution slips and envelopes. Had a
program and then the bishop explained the need. The members gave that evening
$1409.00. What a grand experience.

The ward continued to experience good growth as those moving to the Grand
Rapids area tended to move to the southeast area of the city, which was within the
ward boundaries. At this time the bishopric, with permission from the stake, started
a dependent Sunday School and later a dependent branch, in the Hastings area just
south of Grand Rapids. It wasn't long before they became a branch of the Church
with Kent Gibson serving as the branch president and Bob Buckner and Bob
Acheson as his counselors. That again was a spiritual experience for the members of
the 2nd Ward.

Time came for another very exciting event in the growth of the Church in this area,
the creation of the Grand Rapids Michigan Stake. Wow, no more trips to Lansing for
stake meetings. What a blessing! From our ward, Glenn Goodwin was called as the
new stake president. His calling was an example of another great blessing where



the Lord was so involved in the development of the Church here in the Grand Rapids
area. That is probably covered in the creation of the stake chapter.

Time came for the release of Bishop Sheneman and brother David McMonigle was
called as the new Bishop. With the creation of the Grand Rapids Michigan Stake, the
priesthood was too thin to have enough leadership for the two wards and the stake
in Grand Rapids so the decision was made to combine the two wards. Bishop
McMonigle served as the Bishop of the larger Grand Rapids Ward. With the creation
of the new stake and the demand on worthy priesthood holders to serve, the 2nd
Ward was merged back into the Grand Rapids Ward.

Bishop Hinckley’s journals record:

“With over 850 members [the Grand Rapids Ward] may well be the largest
ward in the Church. Attendance runs about 25%... It is anticipated that the
ward will be divided... which will solve some of the statistical problems but
create a burden on the few active people who must carry the load and work
on bringing more actives in. As anticipated, the ward was divided the next
spring. I was ordained (as Bishop of the Grand Rapids Ward) and set apart
on 3 June 1979, the same day the ward was divided. I called Les Allen as 1st
counselor and Dave Larsen as 2nd counselor. Dave moved from the area
about a year later and Tim Mack replaced him as a counselor in the bishopric.

“On 4 October 1981, both Tim Mack and Les Allen were released and Dave
Harmon and Reo Pratt were sustained as counselors. All of these men were
wonderful counselors. These were wonderful years in the ward. Two years
after the ward was divided our sacrament meeting attendance was about
240, higher than it had been before the division.

“Elders quorum presidents included Tom McNeilis and Dave Sugiyama, R.S.
presidents included Roni Brown. Roni’s husband, Jack, was not a member but
attended sacrament meeting with his family. Years later I drove to his
daughter’s house in the Salt Lake valley to participate in ordaining Jack an
elder so that he and Roni could be sealed! Dan Williams was the ward
mission leader during most of my tenure, and he was the most effective ward
mission leader I have known. When he was called, our ward was at the
bottom of the mission in terms of convert baptisms, and within a couple of
years we were one of the most productive wards in the mission. We had
many wonderful new converts during those years. Perhaps the most
memorable was Andra Robinson, whose wife had always been very active.
We noticed that Andra would come to Church if one of his children was
giving a talk, so his poor children began giving talks almost every week!
Andra ultimately was baptized and remains very active.

"A young and enthusiastic bishop, [ worked energetically to make Latter-day
Saints of this wonderful flock. I taught the importance of learning one’s
duty. I held special leadership training workshops on how to set and achieve



goals, how to conduct a meeting, how a presidency works, how to delegate
and follow-up. My youth and enthusiasm probably exceeded my wisdom and
inspiration.

"Several months after being called as bishop we held a ward social. At the
social we played a simple game. Each member was given a piece of paper
with a grid dividing it into several cells. In each cell was a statement such as
'Has the most grandchildren.' You were to find the person that could sign
their name in a particular cell attesting to the specific attribute. One of the
cells read 'Has read the Book of Mormon at least 5 times.' [ had not been at
the party very long when it became apparent that [ was perhaps the only one
there that could sign in that cell.

"Slowly I began to realize that the real key to helping ward members become
true Latter-day Saints was not teaching them how to conduct a meeting or
how to delegate. What they really needed was faith deeply rooted in a
knowledge of the gospel as taught in the scriptures, particularly in the Book
of Mormon. And more than that, they needed the continuous spiritual
polishing which comes from reading the Book of Mormon.

"As this realization gradually came to me, it became clear what we needed to
do as a ward. We refocused our energy on reading the scriptures every day,
teaching from the scriptures, and bringing our scriptures with us to Church.
As ward members immersed themselves in the Book of Mormon, wonderful
things began to happen. People were more willing to accept callings. They
were more effective in their callings. Sunday lessons became better. Temple
attendance increased. Missionary work increased. Families grew stronger.

“Elder Yoshihiku Kikuchi was our stake conference visitor in late 1982 and
invited us to hold a special fast and to conclude that fast with a prayer
dedicating the area.”

Included in the addendum to this chapter is a copy of the program of that
special dedicatory meeting held on January 9, 1983, as well as a copy of the
dedicatory prayer from the records of Bishop Hinckley.

Bishop Larkin recalls participating in Stake Welfare projects, both the apple orchard
and the sugar beet project in Merrell, Michigan. He remembers falling out of an
apple tree during work at the orchard. It knocked the breath out of him, but he
wasn’t hurt - in fact considered it fun to work at the orchard. Those pleasant fall
days and the air filled with the aroma of fresh apples did make it enjoyable, though a
lot of work. Work at the sugar beet farm was more daunting, especially looking
down the mile long row of sugar beets that was one's assignment did overwhelm a
bit. Some of those rows were pretty overgrown with weeds too.

Trips to the Chicago Temple for youth temple trips, was one of his favorite
memories. He relates that on one such trip, “Brother Stoddard was driving my car



and we experienced a blowout as a result of hitting something on the freeway. The
roads were very dark and sometimes, difficult to maneuver. We changed to the
spare tire. Then something else was encountered on the road that destroyed the
spare tire. We limped along for a while until we came to an interchange. We drove
into a parking area - and lo and behold, there sat Darrell Hanson in a small Buick
station wagon. We were driving an Olds Cutlass wagon - that just happened to have
the exact same tires as the Buick. So that problem was solved. Heavenly Father
apparently was looking out for us that evening.”

Then there was the “Fractured Wizard of Oz” production that he, and several others
in two Grand Rapids Wards, participated in. It was a Relief Society social focusing
on “visiting teaching," and by association “home teaching,” that became quite a
project. Jeff and Colleen Lewis, two very creative members, had just previous to this
time moved into the area, wrote a play loosely based on “The Wizard of Oz," which
centered around a ward council and their efforts to reach out to certain members
that presented significant challenges to their resources, so it seemed - except the
Relief Society President confidently had the solution for all such problems, even the
sister who, because of her seemingly “witchy” disposition, struck fear in the hearts
of any who might be assigned to approach her. The Relief Society President (who
became a “Dorothy” type) took all the assignments from her fellow ward council
members and went forth to tackle them, even when a devastating storm wreaked
havoc upon the chapel as she was leaving the building. Bishop Larkin was pleased
to play the part of the “Scarecrow." It was so well received that a matinee was
performed the following day to an expanded group of invitees.

THE STAKE OF 0% Scenery & Props Chairman..... Scott Bloomfield

Scenery Crew-Martin Molnar, Francine Molnar,
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"A chain is only as strong as its weakest link."

DOFOthy«+s v 4R ue e s we b Bt . Pam Wadsworth

Scarecrow ...Dennis Larkin

.Robert Krieg
.Larry Paulson
.Tammy Tichelaar
....Nellie Wadsworth
BiShOp OF 0Z...cuvunenrnnennenn David Wadsworth
Executive Secretary............ David Sugiyama

PIANIST-David Flegel

Dancers-Rena Petersen, Vicky Erspamer, Connie
Thibodaux, Katie McGrath, Carolyn Blount,

Rodney Rackham, Tammy Tichelaar, Nellie Wadsworth.

Munchkins of R.S.-Joalyn Miller, Karen Root.
Pistons-Randy Streeter, John Heredia.
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Script Writers

Song Writer
Director

Jeffrey & Colleen Lewis
Jeffrey Lewis

Ronnie Brown

Producer Colleen Lewis
Production Mgr. Vicky Erspamer
Coreography Rena Petersen

Assistant Coreographers Colleen Lewis, Rodney
Rackham, Craig Redding

Program of participants

Amy Southerlund, Rodney Rackham,Dave
Sugiyama, Kevin Lewis, Vicky & Roger

Erspamer.
Lighting Chairman.........cccevuuns Kevin Lewis
Lighting Crew-David Sugiyama,Bill Miller, Scott
Bloomfield
Sound EffectS....ceccceecanns David McMonigle
Sound Crew- Alan McMonigle, Bill Miller
Costume Chairman............. Nellie Wadsworth
Costume Crew- Joalyn Miller, Debby Sugiyama
Kim Krieg
Make-Up Chairman.....:sceeecsecae Betty Paulson
Make-Up SpecialiSt.......eueeenens Susan Lewis

Make-Up Crew- Nick Root
Amplification thanks to Chuck & Jan Stoddard.
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* A special thanks to ALL who had a hand in

this special evening. Especially to the
families of the actors and behind scene
crews for their support all these weeks
of practice and extra nights.

We also want to thank those who helped
prepare food for the fine dinner tonight.
Without your help this evening could not
have been the success it was.



The cast of The Fractured Wizard of Oz

Working with the early morning seminary was another fond memory of Bishop Larkin,
particularly presenting a breakfast for them once a month. At first it was quite simple,
like toast and orange juice, with which the youth weren’t real impressed. They then went
all out and prepared a very special breakfast which was much better received, in fact
helped to endear the students to the Bishopric and provide some fun and laughs with the
youth. There were times when they picked up the students and waited for them so that
they then could get them to their respective schools following seminary.

Now, you the reader (and hopefully among those readers will be other Bishops
and ward leaders who have also served), have an opportunity to greatly expand
this record by submitting your entries, as the author is sadly lacking in
resources beyond those noted here to date.



ADDENDUM

But no man is posSsessor

of all thinge except he

be purified and cleansed
from all sin.

and 1f ye are
purified and cleansed
fromall sin, ye shall ask
whatsvever you will
in the name of Jesus
and it shall be done.

—-DkC 50; 28-29

GRARD RAPLDS WARD
GOALS FOR EACH MEMBER
1983

Prayerfully read and mark your
copies of the new editions of

1READ THE SCRIPTURES EVERY DAY.
the Standard Works.

DURING THE YEAR. Always hold a
curreut temple recommend and
use it to perform ordipance
work on at least one visic to a
temple during 1983, .

INTRODUCE AT LEAST ONE FAMILY
TO THE MISSIONAKLIES. Iwvite
your frieods toe Church
fupctiony, contribute to the
migsionary fund, and prepare
you and yowr children to wmerve
migsiong .

2ATTSND THE TEMPLE AT LEAST ONCE

Grand Rapids Ward
Priesthood Meeting
January 9, 1983

And the Lord
called his people IION,
because they were of
one heart and one mind,

and dwelt ip righteousness;
and there was
no peor among them.

I
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W CELEGRATING
OUR JUBILEE YEAR

SPECIAL WAED PRIESTHOOD MEETING
JANUARY 9, 1883
4100 p.m.

PRESIDING & CONDUCTING.........Bishop Hinckley

WELCOME. . veuvsvnvanvmnnnss ve.s.Bighop Hinckley
OPENING HYMN......---bsasennsn--ssCongregation
F62 = igh oo the Mountaip Top"

INVOCATION. . vvansarrsasssassssa By iDvitation
INTRODUCTORY REMARES.......
SPEAKER.cxvas

.Bishop Hipchley

wiarrarnnessso.Brother Pratt
issionary Work"

SPEAKER. ...1searsascessrressssesBrother Harmon
“Scripture Study"

HYMM....covvsannannansasssrnsrsssCongregation
#139 - "0 My Father"

REMARKS & DEDICATORY PRAYER....Bishop Hinckley

SACRAMENT HYMN.......
#201 - "Ther¢ Ls a Greeo

-.Congregurion
il) Far Away"

SACRAMENT BLESSEP AND PASSED

ewre.saBiBhop _ﬂ.\nckles’

CLOSING REMARKS. ..

CLOSING HYMN....cuocarnaaasnescassCongregation
#213 - "The Spirit of God"”

BENEDLICTION. cavsansnasnsanasnnnnaBy bovitation



DEDICATORY PRATER
Grand Eapids Werd
Speclal Prissthood Mesting
Januery 9, 1983
4:00 p.m.

Bishap Clark B. Hinckley

Cyr most kind &nd grecicous Heavenly
Father .- We come befora thea in fasting and
prayer thia evening as a body of prieathood
helders atd members of the Grand Rapids Ward
of the Grand”Rapids Michigan Stake of Ziom,
We megt at the direction of Elder Yoshihiku
Elkuchl and President Glenn Goodwin for the
putrpose of re-dedicating this ares and our
lives for the bullding up of Iiom.

Wz thank thee for ihe restorstion of the
g03pel in thege last deya, end for the great
blessing of Lliving in these exeiting times
when the gospel is belng preached one last
E‘EE In preparation for the raturn of thy

We pray that thou wilt fargive ua of our
Ains amd l1ook upon wd With Favor 38 we
atrive to do thy will. Purify us and
cleanse us from all sin, that whatsoever we
gsk 1o the pame of thy Son ahall be done,
that we might be instrumenta in thy handa in
bringing to pess many miraclas.

We ask a blessing upon thy prophet,
Spencer W. Kimboll, that he will have the
Btrength asarty on apnd be preserved by thea
sccarding to thy will., Bleas uz to be dil-
igent in stwdying his teachinga that in acme
maasurs We night uas thasa menthas of hls 11-
lnwsa to lmplement in our life the Lnatruo-
tlons and challengwa which he ha3d given us,
Blezs his counselors, the Quorunm of the
Tweiva, the Seventies, and the cther Genmral
Authgrities, Bless us with a willingness
amd dezire to audtain thenm through study and
action.

We sre grateful for the leaders of this
atake and ask thy bBlasaing= upon them and
thelr femilies. Strengthen and support thed
duripg these troubled times thet they might
be equal to their challenges and enjoy the
sweet peace of thy Holy Spirit. Hlesz the
leaders of thia ward, their families and
aaspoiabes, Gulde them snd direct them,
bleas them with health and strength, with
wisdom and lowe, with sueceszs I1n all their

rightacus underteliogs, Be Windful of the
aiek and affliated smong ta, Ehe podor and
meak, those troubled In body or spirit,
Answer their pravera end give bthem coofort
and direction.

We are grateful for this building which
Zervas A3 A meetinghousa far thy paints.
Grant "that all those who shall worship here
may be taught words of wiladom out of the
best books,” and more pertioulerly the mor-
velous revelationa which have been brousht
forth in thiz last dispanaatien, "that thay
may zeek learpning even by study end also by
faith, az thow haet sald." [DEC 109:10]
Expand our cepaclty to love and toc aerve,
that we might not wesry in well deing, that
we "mgy grow up in thee, snd receive a full-
ness of the Holy hoat, and ba orpanized
atcording to thay laws, and be preparesd fo
obtain every needful thing.® - -[DEC 10591 15]

#That no keapon formed ageinst® thy
aaints "shall proaper. that he who diggeth a
pit for them shall fall into the aame him-
gelfl; that no comblnation of wickednass
shell have pawer to rles up and prevail over
thy peoplet who heve taken upon thamsalvea
the name of thy 2on. [DEC 109:29-30]

"Wa @ak thee, Holy Father, to confownd,
gnd matonish, end to bring to shame and aoh-
fusion, all thosa whe have spreaad 1lyieg re-
porta abroad . . . againat thy servants, if
they will not repant, when the everlasting
gopapel ahell be proalagiomed i tHelt ears;
and that all thelr Works may ba DBrought to
naught .® {D&C 109:29-30)

We ressmber the prophazims of thine
ancient servant MNephi, that In theas laat
days thers would be many churches built up
but not uate thae, which "shall tesch with
their learning end deny the Holy Ghest, Y
teaching that the day of miracles la past
gnd thet in the epnd all mankind will be
saved without regard to their works. 2
Hephi 28:3-9] We remember thet Mephi teuzht
that when thy "words shell bhiaa forih unto
the endz of the earth," even the Paok of
Mormon, that many would say: "A Bibdle! &
Bible! Wa have got a Bible, and thare cennot
be any more Bible.® But thou hast said,
"Thou fonl, that ahall- asy: A Bible, we
have got a Bible, and we need no more Biblae.
+ s« + Enow ye not that there are more oa-
tions than one . . . and that I bring forth
my word wnto the children of man, Yea even



upan all the nations of the earth? Where-
fore, I speak the asme worda wmto one nation
like tmto ansther. Ard whet the tks tations
zhall run together the testimony of the two
pationz shall run topether also.¥ [2 Nephi
29:2-3,6-81

How Father , we pray that thoo wilt sof-
ten the hearta of thope who peek to destroy
thy work and who 3peak out against it
tesobing all manner of lies and fal ashoods,
preaching for commandesmnts the dootrines of
@en, that they might hedge up the wWay and
get gain unto themsealves, Sustain thy ser-
wvants who labor ms missionaries and each of
us who have agoepbted the restored pgospsl,
that we may have the opportunity and power
to warn our nefighbora "that the howr of
Judgement approaschea gnd that thou hast
affered, through the Goapel, a means of es-
capa from the calamities that shall come
vpan all flesh, unless they repent.’ [HJB)

"We pray that we," and the mizslonarias
who lebor with ug, "may have the apportunikby
to pre’ant to the people, the' great message
of this age, "namely: that angels, sent by
thes, have viaited the earth in thiz dispen-
gation, bringing to man again tha avarlast-
irng pospel; that Jokn the Baptist did visit
the Prophet Joseph Smith, upon whom he con-
farred the authority to baptize: that Peter,
James and John did ordain him an Aposatle of
the Lord Jesus Christ and andow him with the
keys of the Holy Priesthood with authority
to bepbizes with Fire and the Holy Ghost; and
to organlize the Church of Jesus Christ again
on the earth; and that Moroni, thine enolient
Frophet of the Mmeriocss, did visit Joseph
Zmith, end deliver into his hands the plates
containing & history of the early inhablt-
antd of thia lahd; and that by thy pawar,
duzeph 3mith 4did tranzlate the cherascters oo
the plates, from whish he cbtalned the Book
the Moroon i and thet he wes vieited by Thee;
and thy beloved 3om, whe comnitted into
dogeph's hands a great and new Cospel dia-
peosation, for all flesh.™ [MJB1]

"+ Fathar, let thy apirit work upsn® the
inhabitenta of this area and manifest the
truth of these things s them as we and
thy servepts , ., . hear witnesa™ of thass
glad tidings. [MJA]

Help ues to repent and aierclse falkh, to
bring forth good works apd peay continually,
that it might be giveh wto us "to bring

thoudandd of asula to repsntence.' even 3z
thine ancient servant Ammon premised. [Llma
26:22)

Father, we @sk a special bleasing &t
this time upon all those whe bave @& hand in
the building of thy temple in the Chicsgo

area. Stay the hand of those who seek to
delay and frustrate thiz great work, that
thy kouse might be built apeedily. KEeas us
to keep ouraelves worthy that we might lsber
in thy houss upon ita completion. Grent
each of ua the opportunity of entering oma
of thy tenples during this year and there
engaging in this great redemptive work as we
alae build our own epirituslity and under-
standing of priesthocd principles.

In these diffioult esconomic times we
pray that thow wilt grant unte us oppar-
tunity to labor for our needs, Hleaa the
members pf thlia ward that they might be
feithful in the payment of their tithes and
offerings, that they might qualify for graat
blassings. including the bleazings of the
temple. Blesa them with wisdem in their
finencial &ffsira, help them to axsrcise
good judgement and prayarful study im all
their deeciaions, Bleas ua with hmility,
that "thou might lsad uws by thy hand end
glve us answers Lte our prayerg. [DAC 112:10]

"Remembar in meray the Hope of Israel,
tha youth of thy Church, who are to bear the
redponzibllities of the futwure, thak they
mpy keep bthemaelves oclaan and undefiled froi
the sins of the world; that they may be
found worthy of thelr inheritance,; and oome
to their gloripus deatiny. Eless those who
are their shepherds, the watchmen wupon the
towerz of Lion, that they may guard well the
flock and ba able to feed, with the bread of
1ifs the sheap and the lsmbs,® [MJB]

Bow, Father, by the power end authority
of the Holy Melchlizedek Priesathood and the
¥eys given unto us, we re-dedioste the arék
within thes boamdaries of this ward for the
preaching of the gospel and bullding up of
Zlon, that where "there are now hundrads
thera will be thousands" as thy prophet haz
#pjd, [SWE] We invoke 5 bleasing npon all
the inhabjitanta af thia gres, that thow wilt
look favorably upon them, hless them 1n
their labora, that their basket and atore
might be full, that they might be diaponed
to do good, and thet many will be receptiwve
to the mensage of the rcestoratlon, Hlesa



the lesders of thisa cozmunity that they
might &ct wisely in directing both the tem-
poral and spiritusl affgirs of this ares,
and that they might wmoved upon to asupport
and ald thy work. We lnvoke a blesaing upon
this meetinghouse which haa been previously
dedicated untc Thee, that it may be a houae
of worship, 8 house of learning. 8 house of
reverence, & bouse of besuty. Bless thoze
with responaibility for maiantaining and
removebing this bulldicg, that they will
sccomplish their assignments and magnily
their calling. Hipas all who meet hare with
4 senges of jesponaibility %o bepubtify mnd
improve this edifise and grounds. We pray
that all thet which ls taught bare wight be
tought by thy apirit, that tha doctrines
will be correct snd the instruction wplift-
ing. Open our windd ared hesrtsa to the
Boriptures as we teach ooe snother here, and
bless us that we oight atrangthen sach other
in all owr convaraations, in ell owr pray-
erg, in all our exhortations, aod in all our
doings a3z we meet togethor. [DEC 108:7]

We pray earnestly that we wight ®build
up this letter-day Zion, that the Eagden eof
Gxd mey Eo forth, so that the Kingdos of
Heaven may come.® [SWK]  *fhat," as thy
Prophet Joseph praved, ™thy echurch may come
forth out of the wildernese of darkness, and
ahine forth falr sz the moen, clear as the
sun, and terrible as sn sroy with banners;

"And be adorned as a bride for that day
when thou shalt unveil the heavens, and
agupe the mowuntaind to f{low down at thy
jiragenoe, gnd the yalleys to be eislted, the
rough placas mads smooth; that thy glory may
111 the sarth:

"That when the trump shall sswnd for the

daad, w= shall ke ogught up in the elowd to
msat thee, that we may =ver be with the
Lord;

"That our garments may bs pura, thabk we
may be clothed wpon with robea of righteous-
ness, with pelms in owr hands, and arowns of
glory uvpon our hesds, amd reap 8ternal JOy
for all owr suffarings.

"0 Lord God Almighty, hear us in these
gwr petitions,” [D&C 109:73-TT] ws humbly
pray, in the name of thy balaved 3on, Jeaus
Christ. Aman.
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BaTES:

NJB refars to the dadicatory prayer offered
by Elder Meivin J. Ballerd of the Council of
the Twelve when te dedicated the land of
South #merieca for the preaching of the gos-
pel. This prayer was offered in a meeting
held st T:00 m.m. on Fridsy, Dacember 2%,
1925, in B natural grove of weaping willow
trees near the bank of the Rio de ls Flata
river in 8 Farik known e8 Treoce da Febrers,
Buenos Adres, Argentina. Elders Ray L.
Fratt and Fulen 3. Wallx alsc participatad
in the zsrvice.

S¥E rafars to tha dedicatory prayer offeread
by Presidest Spancer W. Kimball at the ded-
lcatlon of the Fayetie, New York chppel dn
April 6, 1980, This dedicaition wms part of
the Sesquicentennlal Ganeral Conferance held
gimultanecusly in Salt Lake City and™ Fay-
ette, and inoluded the dediestion of tha
racobstructed Whitmer cabln whare the Churah
waa officlally organlized on April 6, 1830.

D& 109 ia the dedisatery prayer cffered by
Jogeph Smith at the dadicetign of the Kirt-
land Temple, the First temple built in this
dispansation., It waas given to the Prophet
by trevelation gnd has besn the baasis for
virtually all dedicatory prayers sinoe them.

Eldar Marion 5. Romney dedleated the aouwmtry
of Zpain for the preaching of the reatored
gaspal on May 20, 1969, and his prayer uas
uged a3 8 resouroe, Dedlostory servloeéa ik
Spain wera held at T:00 e.m. on & Tuesday
morning on & hill overlaclkdng Madrid in the
Caseg de Cmmpo park west of of the river.
Thirty four paople wars in attendancs.



